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> SPACEMAN ACE FREHLEY 

4 TALKS ABOUT HIS LATEST 
SOLO ALBUM AND GROWING 

=> UP A ‘BRONX BOY! 


E l nthe ‘60s while growing up in the Bronx, 
» budding teenaged guitarist Paul "Ace" 
Frehley had his share of formidable six- 
string heroes: Jimmy Page, Jeff Beck, Eric 
£ Clapton, Jimi Hendrix and Pete Townshend. 
> Decades later, as a founding member of 
i KISS, o result of his fiery and inventive 
playing, Ace turned the tables and became 
widely regarded as a pioneering and 
highly influential guitar hero whose mighty 
fretboard prowess is now routinely cited as 
a source of lifelong inspiration by the likes 
of Pearl Jam's Stone Gossard, Lenny Kravitz, 
“Dimebag” Darrell and countless others. 
Sober for over a decade, Ace is back with 
a strong solo album appropriately titled 
Spaceman, which demonstrates that this 
revered hard rock music icon still has a few 
aces up his sleeve. 


S HIGH 


Goldmine: On the new album, Spaceman, you cover the 
Eddie Money song "I Wanna Go Back” Ifyou could revisit one 
‘moment in your hfe and go back again, what would you like 
todo? 

‘Ace Frehley: That a really hard question to answer. (long. 
pause) Probably opening night of the KISS reunion tour in 96 
at Tiger Stadium in Detroit. That was such a special evening 
We sold out in ike 48 minutes it was crazy! remember 
during that show feeling like Thad time traveled. Here am 

inthe same costume with the same makeup on—the makeup 
kind of covers up your age a ite with the white face—and 
Tim looking at everyone going. Iti a reunion or is this the 
“Fas (laughs) 


GM: On the new album, Spaceman—a title coined by Gene 
Simmons—you co-wrote two songs with Gene, ‘Without You 
Tm Nothing” and "Your Wish Is My Command.” Tel us about 
how that came together and the songwriting session that ensued 
‘at your studio in San Diego. 

AR: wrote two songs with Gene in three hours. We've all 
‘matured and his writing skills have obviously developed to a 
higher level just like mine has, Im not loaded anymore so we 
were on the same mental plane. He just suggested some stuff 
and I started playing some chords to his bass parts. We wrote 
two songs in three hours, it was crazy! I felt like no time had 
passed. I have a viden af us working together in the studio that 
my fiancé, Rachael (Gordon) shot with her iPhone. laughs) 


SM: What has i boen like to reconnect as friends independent 
of your tenure tn Kins with Gene, whom youl be touring with 
im Australia and Paud, who sang Fre’ "Fire and Water“ on 
your Origins album? 
AF: is been really good. I originally tried to contact Gene 
to work on a song on my Origins album. Over the years Tve 
been friendlier with Gene more so than with Paul Paul was 
always kind of the loner in the band. We knew Gene was off 
screwing some chick and me and Peter were together getting 
loaded or getting loaded separately. (Laughs) But I never knew 
what Paul was doing or never really paid oo much attention 
1 That’s kind of the way it was. But how I got Paul involved 
on my Origins album was just gave himm a call. said, “Hey 
Paul, doing this album and I wanted to sec if you wanted 
tosing a song on i?” He sad, "Yes, it sounds like fun” And T 


‘getdminemas.com 


al, san album o covers” We were kicking round few 
‚song ideas. He brought up “My Generation” by The Who but I 
aid "I think that som that you caray re-do because 
is such a classic song” And the ak, “Let think about it” 
and al him back the nextday and said, "How aout Fire 
nd Wate by Free?” Paul's a huge fan of Paul Rodgers and 

De said, think that would be great” So Teut the track and 

Y ma him the Pro Tools files. He cut the vocal with his 

engineer and sent i back and we had a song, He did a great 

Job with the track. 


GM: Paul took part in the video shoot for “Fire and Water” 
as well, 

AF: Yeah. Pretty much we had done all the principal 
photography and he was done and they were gonna shoot my 
smoking guitar in the hallway, which is offstage, just to get 
intercut with the stage 1 said, "Well, you can 
split mon” and he said, "No, FW hang around,” which was 
really cool. We had a blast hanging out together. Being able 
odo projects with Paul and Gene has a Jot to do with getting 
‘sober that makes things much casier. 


GM: “Bronx Boy” isthe first xong Jans heard from the new 
record. What's the most Bronx thing about yow? 

AF: Probably my accent. (Laughs) You can take the boy out of 
‘the Bronx but you cant get the Bronx out of the boy. (laughs) 
‘Growing up in the Bronx was really an education. I mean, by 
‘the time hit 13 years old gt tired of getting beaten up—1 
decided to join a gang cause when you're ina gang you have 
protection. Nobody is gonna screw around with you because 
‘they know here be retribution. But hen again you're in 
‘situation that you're with these guys who are giving you a 
phone call saying, "We gorta ramble tonight,” just like West 
‘Side Story, Laghi) meeting in a schoolyard with chains and 
Knives. Or someone in the gang might say, “We're gonna roba. 
‘warehouse tonight I was all this crazy stuff and I was going. 
“What am I getting involved in?" Like said in my book, No 
Regrets, thank God had my guitar playing skills. At the same 
time vas trying to get away from the gang, was playing in 
‘bands so I could use that as an excuse on the weckends when 
the gang was going out to do something I said, “I cant, Ihave 
295 That’s pretty much how got out of being in a gang. 
(laughs) 
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“When | read the comments the fans make on 


the internet 


invariably 80-90% of the KISS 


fans want a full blown reunion. | don't know 
if that’s possible; it could be a variation of it. 
There's no way KISS is gonna go out with a 
bang with the lineup they have now. It’s half of 
a cover band. 


Rachael Gordon and 


and Fernando Perdomo by your fia 
writing many ofthe songs on the 
pe 

AF: Rachael's an amazing singer. She has her own uni 


style but she can also sing and sound like anyone. She can sing 


like Ronnie James Dio if she wants to, She has so much tal 


that’s gone untapped for so many years. Prior to the new albun 
er Doll, I know she's pi 
the album The 

10.12 


cd with her and Tve been patting it off 


of her earlier stuff 
which is really goo. She did 


because always have other things to do with my busy schedule 


bigger house. Il bea much bigger house on four acres 
st house that I can turn into a studio. W's a 


separate gue 
square fet home, which is much bigger than the home we've 
been in. Anyhow, back to Rachael's new album, beides the tw 


covers, which [think turned out great, 


on the record is “Myrna Loy” which you wrote. rally like that 


one and "Crazy River? which is 


s another one you wrote. N's got 


something, Is really catchy with a great hook 


GM: You have a massive catalog of ma 
what are the songs the uently want you 
y? My choice is "Dark Ligh Elder. 


AF: (Laugh) I knew you were goana say that. Dark Ligh isa 
song that comes upa 


to time, too, l'm gonna try and do some new songs for t 

be some 

songs that I've never done live before; itl be something special 
m. Maybe T 


lo record. Im gonna 


Kruise that I'm going on later in the year. These w 


but I don't want to give anything away right 


do a couple of songs of my original 78 


use my band for the KISS Kruse. band for 


the dates Im doing with him in Australia and Japan and that 
comes down to economics. For the amount of money they're 


offering me to play in those two countries it’s cost effective to 
use Gene's band to back me up. IfI brought my band and paid 
them their salaries and paid all their airfare there wouldn't be 


zu 


very much left over. So by not bringing them to Australia and 


thousand dollars. 


Japan Tim saving 400 


n your albu 


GM: Y 


the up 
'in the band. 


appen’ 

AF: When I read the comments the fans make on the internet 
1 spend a half he 

ofthe KISS fans want a full 


b 


ra reunien. i di 


fit. There's no way KISS is gonna go out witha. 


bang with the lineup they have now. I's half ofa cover band. I 


jene are the two original guys and 


two guys playing my part and Peter's part. I think 
in South America where the people 


1 works better overseas 


aren't as educated as to who is in the band but it's getting 
tired in America. Ever since 2014 when we were inducted into 
he Rock and Rll Hall of Fame, pretty much all of America 


ot in the band and Peters not in the band 
people in America werent even sure that L 


realized that es 
and think a 


had left. When they mad 


11 don't think they wanted o. 1 


they really didn't publicize 


mean, I remember get 
would call me up and say, "Hey, you're playing my hometown, 


"No, in not in the band 


ng phone calis in 2008, 2009 and people 
can you get me tickets?” and Vd po, 
1 mean that happened multiple times. My departure 

e second time around wasn't highly promoted. 


a KISS reunion if 
{the number 

se right way, sure. It's not necessarily 
sring to do but I want to do it for the 
ade us all famous and 


en were right and ifit was 


something that Lam 


fans because the fans are the ones who n 
sperstars. I want to do what the 
want. want to make the fans happy and it seems like that's the 
direction they are pointing towards. I'd be willing to do 
anything to make the fans happy. © 


rich and turned us imt 


